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Sept. 16, 1998
Contact: Carol Brewer, UM assistant professor of biological sciences, (406) 243-6016.
UM PRO FESSO R LANDS $1.4 M ILLIO N GRANT FO R BIOLOGY DIVISION
MISSOULA-The Division of Biological Sciences at The University of Montana-Missoula has been
awarded a prestigious $1.4 million grant from the Maryland-based Howard Hughes Medical
Institute.
Assistant Professor Carol Brewer, who prepared the grant request and will direct the
resulting project, said the money will be used to involve more undergraduate students in
biological research. The grant will allow faculty to design a core curriculum for biology
students that is more research orientated from the freshman to the senior level. In addition, a
new research internship program will be started, making stipends and small grants available for
undergraduate research. The Division of Biological Sciences also will upgrade its teaching
equipment and labs.
“This grant will make a significant impact on our program ,” Brewer said. “I’m so
excited because this whole project is focused 100 percent on students. This will allow us to
take a dynamic approach to our curriculum and get more undergraduates involved in
research.”
The UM grant was one of 58 awarded by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute to
research and doctoral universities to strengthen their undergraduate education programs in the
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biological sciences. HHMI awarded a total of $91.1 million in grants, ranging from $1.2
million to $2.2 million. Brewer said UM was one of only four institutions to receive an HHMI
grant for the first time.
The UM program that will be funded by the grant is called the Integrated Biological
Science Courses Organized Around Research Experience Project ( Project IBS-CORE). During
the next four years, Project IBS-CORE will create seven new research-orientated classes for
undergraduate students. Modern research equipment will be purchased, and Brewer hopes to
bring 40 new computers on-line in the biology division’s teaching labs. Two electronic
journals also will be created to showcase the results of student work, and a new research
symposium will be held at the end of each year to highlight work by undergraduates, graduate
students and faculty.
“Through this project, we will implement a model to make research experiences central
to the training of undergraduates in biology for the first time in the history of U M ,” Brewer
said.
HHMI has awarded eight rounds of grants since its undergraduate grants program was
started in 1988. During the latest round, 191 proposals were reviewed by a panel of
distinguished scientists and educators to provide guidance to HHMI staff. The panel then
submitted a list of awards to HHMI’s trustees for approval. For more information on the
grants, visit the HHMI Award Web site at www.hhmi.org/undergrad98.
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